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I am very enthusiastic about World Digital Library as I think it is an idea whose

time has come.

Everyone would agree that the move to digital medium would save paper on

one hand and at the same time save storage space.

Apart from being a green idea, it is also convenient. So I welcome the initiative

to have this meeting to discuss the modalities.

In the preliminary draft there was a question as to the scope of the library:

should applied mathematics, statistics be included?

I would like to suggest that we include all material under mathematical sciences-

so this should include applied mathematics, statistics and probability, theoretical

computer science.

On behalf of the Indian mathematical community, I would like to say that we

would be happy to implement recommendations of CEIC and create repository of

mathematical writings from India in the suggested format.

The issue that concerns me most from the point of view of developing countries

is the price of Journals - printed format as well as access to e-journals. This has

been a major problem and as the number of journals and the subscription amounts

keep increasing, it is becoming worse.

I will stay away from the debate about open access and commercial publishing

as suggested in the opening remarks but make some points.

Even the Universities in the West are hurting due to the high cost of journals.

The situation in the developing countries is worse and has been difficult for years.

India is relatively better off among the developing countries. Even the better

funded institutions in India are finding it difficult to subscribe to journals- it is

eating up major chunk of their resources.

Most of the colleges and universities in India are simply left out of the research

scene as they are unable to subscribe to the journals barring a few. The situation in
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most developing countries is no different.

So we must address the issue of cost of access to journals while we discuss

digital library.

In the pre-internet era, one had to have journals in printed form as there was no

alternative. Once we have printed journals, the cost of printing and shipping had to

taken care of and so the end user had to pay the costs.

But with the advent of the digital era, we must examine the role of the journals

and their publishers and the subscription that the libraries have to pay to access the

contents. Increasingly the role of publishers has been reduced to printing a camera

ready copy and mailing them and subsequently putting the paper/journal on the

website.

It is time we examine if we can do away with the printed version completely

and stick to e-journals only.

If this is agreed upon, the academic community could negotiate with the pub-

lishers to bring the cost of journals to subscribers to a level that is sustainable for

the world as a whole.

This should be possible as the cost of production of a journal in electronic

format should be a small fraction of the cost of producing the printed journal.

We should also explore an alternate model. Currently various funding agencies

in several countries are giving funds to the public institutions to buy journals. These

agencies could come together and share the cost of production (in the electronic

format) by the academic societies and make the journals open access.

As far as I can see, a major hurdle in the proposed scheme is that we as a

community lay major emphasis on publication profile of individuals when we take

up assessment of researchers for possible promotion.

It is this fact that is being used by some commercial publishers to charge exor-

bitant subscription charges. We as a community must move towards establishing

e-library which should take the place of journals. e-journals is one way. Maybe

someone has a better idea.

To conclude, I think we should also have clarity about the economics of the

proposed digital library.
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